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A word from the CEO

With $19,485 m (IMF GDP nominal 
2017), the USA remains the driving 
force of the global economy but 
is now being closely followed by 
China ($12,014 m). Just 10 years ago 
(2008), China ($4,604 m) was still 
slightly behind Japan ($5,038 m) and 
just ahead of Germany ($3,770 m). 

Through its efficiency and vision, China is inching its way 
forward not least thanks to “purchased” innovation. The 
impact of the rather short-sighted “Trump tariffs” remains 
to be seen. Focussing on innovation is probably the better 
remedy.

CEDES’ motto “The Sensor Pioneers.” inherently carries 
the message that we are pioneers in our field of sensor 
technology. Only those who have the ability to reinvent 
themselves over and over again have a right to exist. This 
claim is particularly important in the current climate. CEDES 
currently finds itself in a period of transition; we are moving 

away from the decades-old light barrier / curtain technology 
to intelligent high-tech 3D sensors. Through an investment 
worth millions, our product portfolio is taking an important 
step into the future. The majority of new product platforms will 
be industrialised by 2019 and 2020. A considerable number 
of new sensor systems has already been launched and they 
are picking up speed, many customers have recognised the 
advantages and are integrating the products into their new 
product generations. The rate of sales has already reached 
double figures and continues to grow. Our highly qualified 
employees are the cornerstones of this change and tirelessly 
drive industrialisation forward. As already announced in the 
last CEDES Pioneer Newsletter, a very deserving employee 
will be chosen as the ‘CEDES Pioneer’ every two months. This 
time, it is Marcial Lendi who has tirelessly championed the 
safe iDiscovery control system as a complement to the already 
established APS (absolute positioning system for elevators) 
- congratulations Marcial. This is once again a brand-new 
feature at CEDES, as it is the first time that we have launched 
a self-sufficient control system. Not long now: The iDiscovery 
is to go into full-scale production in 2019.

Christian-Erik Thöny CEO CEDES Group

CEDES reviews premiere  
of the E2 Forum in Frankfurt

The E2 Forum celebrated its premiere at the exhibition 
grounds Messe Frankfurt on 18 and 19 September 2018. The 
event focused on innovation, digitisation and sustainability in 
tomorrow’s buildings. E2 stands for elevators and escalators. 
The Forum was organised by Messe Frankfurt with the support 
of the German Elevators and Escalators Division of the VDMA 
(Association of German Machine and Plant Manufacturers) 
and will take place every two years. Its aim is to establish 
dialogue between planners and decision-makers in building 
management.

A total of 420 experts and 34 exhibitors from the elevator 
and escalator industry came to Frankfurt for the event. The 
combination of networking and conference as well as high-
quality specialist and company presentations received a 
positive response.
CEDES had a stand at the Forum and Andreas Hunziker, 
CEDES Managing Director EMEA & RoW, delivered a speech 
on “A building is only as intelligent as its sensors”. 
When reviewing the event, Hunziker says: “The premiere was 
a great success: Where else do you find all the decision-
makers of the German elevator industry together in a relaxed 
atmosphere? The E2 Forum has paid off twice for us: On 
the one hand, we were able to present our future-oriented 
sensors to key people and, on the other hand, we obtained 
an insight into the future development of the industry through 
informative specialist presentations. We are convinced that 
the word of the quality and professionalism of the event will 
spread among architects and planners and that the next E2 
Forum will see greater participation of this group. We, at 
CEDES, will definitely be part of it again in two year’s time!”



CEDES at NAEC 2018

The National Association of Elevator Contractors (NAEC) Annual Convention 
& Expo occurred at the Atlantic City Convention Center in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey on September 26th and 27th, 2018. More than 200 exhibitors 
exhibited and nearly  2,750 attendees were pre-registered for the event.  

CEDES Corporation of America was located in Booth #801.  Products 
featured were: APS absolute positioning systems, cegard/Mini light curtains, 
IMS 100 NT for 3D door protection, TOF/Start for detection of persons 
approaching escalators and TOF technology / sensor innovations.

Steven Freedman, Managing Director of CEDES Corporation of America 
stated, “NAEC is the premier show for our North American Operations.  It 
gives us access to the local customers who use our products as well as the 
opportunity to visit with the many vendors who are also at NAEC who are 
currently using or considering CEDES products.”  

The CEDES booth gained a great deal of booth traffic from those attending 
the show as well as those exhibiting the show.  In addition to the strong 
interest in CEDES APS, light curtain and IMS 100 NT products, recent 
changes in applicable standards that allow for the slow-down of escalators 
when they are unoccupied led a lot of interest in the recently released 
CEDES TOF/Start sensors.

Modernised escalator saves energy –  
thanks to TOF/Start 

Escalators transport millions of people every day – on their way 
to work, while shopping or travelling. They are in operation daily, 
irrespective of whether they are being used to their full capacity 
or not. Continuous operation ensures that people are transported 
efficiently from one floor to the next. This also means, however, 
that a lot more energy is used than is actually needed. 
Escalators can be equipped with simple photocells to detect 
people and switch to slow speed mode when the escalator 
is not actually being used. However, the photocells are also 
activated when people simply pass by the escalator.
CEDES’ TOF/Start uses its TOF (Time of Flight) technology to 
distinguish if a person is walking through the detection zone 
is actually walking towards the escalator to use it, or simply 
passing by. This very reliable direction-recognition feature sets 

it apart from the competition 
and makes it ideal for busy 
public concourses.

At a C&A store right in the 
middle of a large shopping 
mall in the Spanish town 
of La Coruña, CEDES once 
again impressed thanks to its 
intelligent technology.

The Swiss company Schindler 
was commissioned by the 
shopping mall management 
to modernise an escalator 
without “slow speed”. Schindler decided not only to replace the 
entire control unit and the converter but also the still commonly 
used photocells with a TOF/Start sensor.

Cesar Serrablo, project manager at Schindler, says: “The 
improvement is clearly that TOF/Start detects whether a person 
really wants to use the escalator, accelerates it and the person 
can step onto the escalator safely and conveniently.” 
He adds: “By installing the sensor, we were able to reduce 
power consumption, and by ignoring cross-traffic - people 
just passing by the escalator - we can expect further cost 
reductions and the entire escalator works more efficiently.”

Based on the positive experiences with TOF/Start, the 
shopping mall management decided to modernise a further 
five escalators. 
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